12. Herschler J. Laser shrinkage of the ciliary processes: a treatment for malignant (ciliary block) glaucoma We report the results of a prospective audit set up to ascertain whether patients felt excessive discomfort or movement while their cataract operation was being performed by a trainee ophthalmologist, compared with an experienced surgeon.
Sir,

Teaching junior ophthalmologists phacoemulsification under topical anaesthesia
Topical anaesthesia for cataract surgery is now reasonably commonplace. It has been well documented that patients prefer topical anaesthesia to retrobulbar or peribulbar anaesthesia, mainly due to the avoidance of the injection involved. an anecdotal idea that topical anaesthesia is not ideal for teaching trainee ophthalmologists phacoemulsification.
We report the results of a prospective audit set up to ascertain whether patients felt excessive discomfort or movement while their cataract operation was being performed by a trainee ophthalmologist, compared with an experienced surgeon.
Methods
Patients attending for day case phacoemulsification surgery were divided into two groups: one to be operated upon by the consultant alone and the other to be operated on by a trainee ophthalmologist with assistance from the consultant. The trainee 
Discussion
Although it has been anecdotally said that topical anaesthesia is not ideal for teaching trainee ophthalmologists phacoemulsification, our study found that although the mean duration of surgery was slightly increased while a trainee was operating, this did not 
